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research assistant, at 

Policy Options for Vulnerable Groups: 

Income Growth and Social Protection1
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efforts, or may even be detrimental to growth 

itself and lead to social polarisation and instability 

 2010).

living below the national poverty line, (2) those who 

the elderly, the chronically ill, people living with 

More than one quarter of the population 

are living below the poverty line

, however, 

7.8 percent of the poor in Cambodia are living in 

by district, 2009

of poverty than income poverty as it highlights a different 

30 percent of deprivation.
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7 of 21.2 in 2009, an 

alarming rate despite 

to both idiosyncratic 
8

that are generally faced 

illness, accident, death 

of family member, 

indebtedness, theft, 

level crop damage, 

or falling income. When 

economic crisis, the poor seem to be the hardest hit 

combination of both. 

who form the biggest 

proportion of the total 

and characteristically 

in some of the worst 

with disability and the 

and third in terms of 

et

of them stand at a better rate than Cambodia.

8

same time.

“

Cambodia’ (2006b) examines the relative 

”
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Social Protection and Vulnerability 

Reduction

Social protection is sometimes approached as a 

protection or social 

safety nets in place 

the priority options. 

is mandated by the 

several laws to provide 

a range of social safety 

nets to the people. 

Social protection 

are also prioritised in 

the comprehensive 

protection is increasing, it is still low compared 

same time, the government’s development partners’ 

still does not reach a large proportion of the 

or the prioritisation of programmes being based on 

development partners’ interests.

A wide range of social protection interventions 
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“ The effectiveness and sustainability 
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the search for a comprehensive effective approach 

limited social protection that targets those whose 

monitor changes and impacts of social protection 

(2007),

(2008),

S. (2007), 

(2009),

2010),

Report)


